IEP ASSESSMENT MEMO

From: Kevin Fitton, General Teacher - Social Studies/History
CASE STUDY #1 - Mwajabu
1. How does this student fit the criteria for CI?

Use your notes on adaptive behavior, common characteristics, etc.

Give specific examples!

Case for CI:

· Rough estimate of IQ: 65-85 (Mild)

· Mental Age: 10-12 years old (Chronological Age 14)

· Adaptive Behavior Issues:

· Lack of socialization, not understanding anger on the part of a fellow student when she dropped a filing cabinet on her toe.

· Social isolation at home…doesn’t interact with brothers often.

· Communication…expects to be understood and becomes frustrated when not understood.

· Understood concept but failed in practical application of concept…using the yardstick.
Issues with Hearing Impairment:

· There is a known issue with hearing, current adaptation to picture drawing might present an issue to keep in mind with any attempts to accommodate CI adaptation.
Possible LD?

· Thinking and Reasoning:
· Accurate in math but lacking in many areas.
· Expressive language without pictures.
· Vocal blips that are corrected upon prompting.
· Social-Emotional:

· A pattern of not doing what the teacher asks, rather doing what she is interested only.
· Taking items from peers, pushing or moving fellow students.

In my opinion I don’t think that there is only one particular issue that will need to be addressed…the case could be made for a mild CI or multiple LD.  In either case, some form of services should be rendered out of this meeting…I believe that the majority of services could take place in the classroom however, some activities might need to be placed in a resource room.
2. As the teacher, what additional information would you feel it is necessary to obtain?

Again, be specific. Explain what data you need, and why.

First, I would like to bring her brothers in to talk to them.  I think hearing from them would provide insights into home life that the parents might leave out, and provide additional clues to increase Mwajabu’s socialization.

Second, there is some evidence of writing/reading fluency…is this in English or her native language?  The importance being of course, that we need to know what languages we have to work with…eventually moving to learning ASL or some other visually orientated language that she would be more comfortable with.
Third, what is the standard for children from her old school in Tanzania? With the lack of services for special needs, were there standard problems as well (books, teachers, lunches, etc)?  These all contribute to the learning environment and may well be another scratch against Mwajabu’s case.
Fourth, a request for an IQ test that is socially adequate.  To provide another piece of data instead of having to extrapolate a general IQ from other test data.

3. List what you see as this student’s top 5 learning problems. 

Explain your thinking.

a. Hearing Disability – A reinforcement to isolation and the language barrier.
b. Language Barrier – Living in a country without fluency in English.
· Along with c. this is something that will be necessary for any future self-sufficiency.
c. Socialization – Being able to communicate and interact with others.
· Something that is always going to be necessary for self-sufficiency.

d. Generalization – Applying concepts to practical situations.
· She could learn about something and trying to apply it, wind up hurting herself.

e. Academic – Trying to catch up to state standards of academic progress.
· Something to consider important, however in my view, secondary to the four problems stated above.

4. Using the list you created in #3, use your textbook to find and list strategies you would try.  Do not just copy from the book – adapt the suggestions to fit your teaching and this student.

a. Preteach – This would be to overcome some of the generalization gap…set her and the class up before the start on some of the conditions we will have to be aware of during the year.  Not only does Mwajabu need to work on socializing but also students will have to work on tolerance.
b. Prioritize – As listed in 3, priority is not necessarily on the academic subjects.  This is a student that will need to be able to communicate more than being able to do long division.  However, that does not mean giving up on academics, just translating them into a different set of evaluative procedures.

c. Adapt Evaluation – As stated in b, a new set of goals will need to be drawn up during the course of this meeting.  Where do we feel that adequate progress will have been made?

d. Adapt Materials/Instruction – More visuals will need to be incorporated into the lessons until some progress on English and alternative communication has been made.

e. Communication with Family – Obviously the parents have a keen interest in Mwajabu’s education, and as such it is important to keep in contact with them and try to develop a plan to continue socialization into the home environment.
5. Lastly, find 2-3 websites that contain lesson plan ideas or materials you could use with your student. List and briefly describe why you chose them.

· Socialization Issues - http://www.hsu.edu/faculty/worthf/social.html
Background and information into the issues around socialization.  In my opinion, this is one of the more important topics that will have to be covered.

· Functional Family Therapy - http://www.fftinc.com/
Again, looking at the issue of socialization, but this time from the perspective of the family.  This could be an important resource and something to consider.


