Instructor: Kevin Fitton
Model: Jigsaw
Class: HS 350
Date: November 7, 2004
Material Source: http://everything2.com
Topic: Introduction to Government – History of Government
Content Standards: MI SS: III 1-5, VI 1-2.
Objective: To cover the background of government and the progression of government over time.
Anticipatory Set:  Either a worksheet for matching or a game on the board of the following items:

Autocracy--Power is controlled by one person or a small group. 

Bureaucracy--Many officials, rules are carefully followed. 
Communism--A centrally planned government of the people (in theory).
Democracy--A government where every citizen can vote.

Despotocracy--Rule by despots. 

Diarchy, Dinarchy and Duarchy--Rule by two people. 

Fascism--A one party government of strict control.

Gerontocracy--Government by the old. 

Gynocracy--Government by a female or females. 

Heptarchy--Rule by seven people. 

Kleptocracy--Government by thieves. 

Meritocracy--Power is given to those with the most ability. 

Mobocracy--Rule by the mob (masses). 

Monocracy--Rule by one person. 
Monarchy—Rule by hereditary right.

Neocracy--Government by the new or inexperienced. 

Oligarchy--power is in hands of a few persons. 

Pentarchy--Rule by five people. 

Plutocracy--Power in the hands of the rich. 

Polycracy--Rule by many.  

Synarchy--Joint rule. 

Thalassocracy--Sovereignty of the seas.  

Triarchy--Rule by three people. 

Whiggarchy--Government by Whigs.

See how many of these the students know and point out the pattern of how words are formed (noun + archy = form of government).  Also, cover the issue that each of these don’t discount others, some governments are blends of multiple types. 

Jigsaw Pieces:

To be copied onto sheets for each group.  Let them read it and discuss before a group discussion where they think the pieces fit together.
Piece 1 – Despotism

Hammurabi  (1792-1750)
Was the one of the greatest leaders in history. This Amorite king flourished 1792-1750 BCE and is today well-known for writing down a formal lex talionis code of laws, the Code of Hammurabi.

In 1972 BCE he gained control of the city of Babylon and defeated all other cities and states of Babylonia (what we now call Babylonia because Babylon became its capital - southern Mesopotamia), which were controlled by the Larsan king Rim-Sin. Ishme-Dagan, the king of Assyria (northern Mesopotamia), joined with the Elamites, the Guti, and the Eshnuna in a four-way alliance to attack Babylon. Hammurabi defeated them and ended up taking over most of Mesopotamia - northward from the Persian Gulf, westward to the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Assyria was left as a separate state in his new empire.

Hammurabi personally supervised such state details as navigation, irrigation, agriculture, tax collection, erecting temples, and adjusting the calendar. He and his son, who Samsu-iluna, who succeeded him in 1750 BCE, led Babylonian civilization to its zenith in culture and politics.

Piece 2 – Democracy (Ancient or True)

Solon
The first changes toward democracy in Greece were started by the archon Solon in 594 B.C. Solon passed laws that not only protected Athenians from being enslaved or arrested for debt, but also gave them more rights. 

Solon divided the population of Athens into four political groups based on agricultural output. The most powerful group was the pentakosiomedimnoi which consisted of powerful land owning individuals. The next most powerful group was the hippeis, which consisted of archons and other high officials. The third group, the zeugitai held lower offices in the government. The least powerful of the four was the thetes, who owned no land and had little or no influence in government.

Solon created the Council of 400 that consisted of 100 members of each political class. The purpose of this group was to screen business going before the Assembly. This council allowed the public to play a more active role in government, but the absolute power still remained in the hands of the Areopagus, the council of aristocrats. The invention of a civilian assembly also allowed the lowest class to serve as jurors in a trial for the first time.

Solon was one of the founding fathers of democracy. Many of his reforms did not last for long, as Athens soon reverted to a tyrannical government, but other of his changes laid the foundations for modern democracy.

Piece 3 – Monarchy (Absolute)

Voltaire (1694-1778)

Voltaire was the nom de plume of Francois Marie Arouet was born on November 21, 1694 in Paris; although, some say that his birth was kept secret for he was quoted as saying many times that he had been born on February 20 of that same year. Because of Voltaire's wit, intelligence, style, and prudent sense of justice, many consider him one of France's greatest writers and philosophers. 
In 1717 he was arrested for writing a series of satirical verses which ridiculed the French government and was sent off to be imprisoned in the Bastille. It was during his eleven months in prison he wrote his first major play, "Oedipe," modeled after the Greek tragedies, which achieved great success in 1718. He wanted to be the modern Virgil, and some would say his pen-name is derived from this name, Voltaire, which he also adopted in 1718. 

Voltaire was self-described as a "Philosophe," an eighteenth century term which described a group of people devoted to using logical reason above all else. In speaking engagements, he often spoke of Deism, which scandalized and disgusted the established religion. He received harsh criticism in his own country and often he had thought of England for its relatively high tolerance of such, "freethinkers." After a quarrel over a joke made of his adopted name by a French nobleman, he was beaten and thrown in the Bastille. He was given a choice: further imprisonment or exile. He chose exile and continued his literary and philosophical careers in England. 

He learned and became proficient in English fairly swiftly and mingled with writers and thinkers such as Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, and William Congreve, the philosopher George Berkeley, and Samuel Clarke, the theologian. While in England Voltaire was attracted to the the English philosophy of John Locke and scientific ideas of the Sir Isaac Newton. His exhile lasted from 1726 to 1729, but shortly after his return to Paris he wrote a book critical of the French way of thinking and praising English intellectual institutions. Many believe this lead him to leave France once again. 

In 1759 Voltaire purchased an estate called "Ferney" near the French-Swiss border that he held as his primary residence until just before of he died. Shortly after his purchase of Ferney, it became the intellectual capitol of Europe. Throughout his years in exile Voltaire produced a constant stream of books, plays, pamphlets, and letters. His was the voice of reason and all throughtout he was an outspoken critic of religious intolerance and persecution. 

Piece 4 – Monarchy (Constitutional)
Thomas Hobbes (1588 - 1679)

Born in Westport, Wiltshire, England, and educated in Oxford, Thomas Hobbes began his early career as a classical scholar. At a time where the new science of Galileo, and Kepler challenged the aristotelian philosophy that he was taught as a student, Hobbes found consolation in the absolute truth of Euclid's geometry.

Though Hobbes had published a large number of works in his long life, including a translation of the Illiad and the Odyssey, Hobbes' most famous work is the Leviathan. In this magnum opus, Hobbes tackled the central question that he grappled with all his life: why do people allow themselves to be governed?

Homo homini lupus, Hobbes taught, "man is a wolf to other men." Hobbes believed that people, by nature, were selfish, and acted only to serve their own interests. He believed that governments existed to protect people from their own evil nature. He further taught that the only way for lasting peace to be achieved was for people to subjugate themselves to a supreme, sovereign monarch.

Hobbes believed that democracy would never succeed. In fact, his earliest work, a translation of Thucydides's work, was meant as a warning to those who would follow democracy, that they would share the same fate as ancient Athens.

In his later years, he came to believe in the necessity of an elected representative, who would convey the concern of the people to the monarch, and help to curb the excesses of a monarchy. In fact, it was Hobbes who coined the term: "voice of the people." Hobbes maintained to his dying day, however, that while the people deserved to be listened to, the king had the absolute power to govern as he wished.

Piece 5 – Democracy (Modern or Republic)
John Locke (1632-1704)

Was born in Bristol, England, on August 29, 1632. Locke's father was an attorney who collected taxes from seaport towns. He wanted his son to become a minister, but Locke rejected this and studied medicine.

Locke entered Oxford University in England and was influenced by John Owen, Dean of Christ Church College. It was Owen who first introduced Locke to the idea of religious freedom and the idea that people should not be punished for having different views of religion. Locke believed that all sides had the right to be heard. Moreover, he felt that all conflicts could be solved if the two groups could settle their differences by seeking middle ground and compromise.

After college, Locke continued to study and read with passion. He expressed his views about freedom of religion and the rights of citizens. In 1682, his ideas were seen by the English government as a challenge to the King's authority. He fled to Holland, and then returned to England in 1689 after the Glorious Revolution of 1688 brought William of Orange and Mary to the throne. Shortly thereafter, Locke began publishing his writings, many of which focused on government.

Throughout his writings, Locke argued that people had the gift of reason, or the ability to think. Locke thought they had the natural ability to govern themselves and to look after the well being of society. He wrote, "The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which {treats} everyone {equally}. Reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind... that being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, health or possessions." 

Locke did not believe that God had chosen a group or family of people to rule countries. He rejected the "Divine Right", which many kings and queens used to justify their right to rule.  Instead, he argued that governments should only operate with the consent of the people they are governing. In this way, Locke supported democracy as a form of government. Locke wrote, "{We have learned from} history we have reason to conclude that all peaceful beginnings of government have been laid in the consent of the people." Governments were formed, according to Locke, to protect the right to life, the right to freedom, and the right to property. The rights were absolute, belonging to all the people. Locke also believed that government power should be divided equally into three branches of government so that politicians will not face the "temptation... to grasp at {absolute} power." If any government abused these rights instead of protecting them, then the people had the right to rebel and form a new government. 

John Locke spoke out against the control of any man against his will. This control was acceptable neither in the form of an unfair government, nor in slavery. Locke wrote, "The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will or legislative authority of man, but only have the law of nature for his rule." In addition, Locke felt that women had the ability to reason, which entitled them to an equal voice - an unpopular idea during this time in history.

Piece 6 – Fascism

Adolf Hitler (1889-1944)
Born on April 20, 1889 to Alois Schickelgruber Hitler and Klara Poelzl in Braunau, Austria. A fourth child of the two, two of his other siblings died from diphtheria, and one died right after birth. His father was a customs official, a bastard (the original definition of the word), and was described by a maid as a "very strict but comfortable" man. Adolf was loved and loved by his mother and loved her back.
In May 1913, Hitler left Vienna for Munich, the capital of Bavaria to avoid military service, living off money from a dying aunt. In January, police came with a draft notice from Austria. They threatened a year in prison and a fine for leaving his native land with the intent of evading conscription. Hitler was arrested and taken to the Austrian Consulate. When he arrived at Salzburg for duty, he was found "unfit...too weak...and unable to bear arms."
World War I was officially started by the assassination of the heir to the Austrian Empire, Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a Serb. Hitler's biases, particularly Slavs, were inflamed. Caught up in the patriotism of the time he petitioned to enlist in the Bavarian army. 

Less than two months of training later, Hitler's regiment saw its first combat near Ypres, against Belgians and British. Hitler nearly died in battle several times, and was awarded two Iron Crosses for bravery. He was eventually awarded the rank of lance corporal. In October 1916, he was wounded by a shell and taken to a Berlin hospital. After serving four years in the trenches, he was temporarily blinded by a mustard gas attack in Belgium in October 1918. (October doesn't seem to be his month.) 

Communist insurrections ran through Germany while Hitler was recovering. Jews were sometime leaders of these unsuccessful revolutions, and this helped spread hatred of Jews as well as Communists. On November 9th, the Kaiser abdicated and the Socialists gained control. Anarchy was more like it.

The turning point of Hitler's mesmerizing oratorical career occurred at one meeting held on October 16, 1919. Hitler's impromptu speech captivated his audience. Word of mouth spread, donations poured into the party's, and subsequent mass meetings attracted hundreds of Germans to hear the young, forceful, and hypnotic leader. 

With the assistance of his staff, Hitler drafted a program consisting of twenty-five points. This was presented at a public meeting on February 24, 1920, with over 2,000 participants. After hecklers were removed by supporters armed with rubber truncheons and whips, Hitler drew in the audience with his demagoguery. Jews were the target. Some of the 25 points were revoking the Versailles Treaty, confiscating war profits, expropriating land without compensation for use by the state, revoking civil rights for Jews, and expelling Jews who had emigrated into Germany after the war began. 

The following day, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion were published in a local anti-Semitic newspaper. Soon after, treatment of the Jews was a major theme of Hitler's orations, and the blaming of Jews for inflation, political instability, unemployment, and the humiliation, found a audience. Jews got tied to "internationalism" by Hitler. The party name was changed to the National Socialist German Worker's party, and the red flag with the swastika was the party symbol. In a shrewd move, a local newspaper which appealed to anti-Semites was going bankrupt--Hitler raised funds to purchase it for the party.

Germany could stop the Jews from conquering the world by eliminating them. Also, Germany needed to find Lebensraum, living space, without which German culture would decay. This living space, Hitler continued, would come from conquering Russia (which was under the control of Jewish Marxists, he believed) and the Slavic countries. This empire would be launched after democracy was eliminated and a "Führer" called upon to rebuild the German Reich. 
Piece 7 – Communism

Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924)
Born Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov on 22 April 1870 in the Volga town of Sibirsk, Lenin was the grandson of a liberated serf. His father was a staunch supporter of the Tsarist rule, and a successful government official. In 1887, Lenin's elder brother was arrested and hanged by the okhrana (secret police) for plotting to assassinate the Tsar Alexander III. Lenin enrolled in the Kazan' University the same year but was soon expelled as an excessive troublemaker and exiled to the village of Kokushkino where his grandfather's estate was located.

Whilst in kokushkino, Lenin became interested the classics of European revolutionary thought, particularly Karl Marx's Das Kapital. After a year of exile, Lenin considered himself a Marxist, and in 1891 passed his law examinations and was admitted to the bar. Before moving to Saint Petersburg in 1893, Lenin worked as a lawyer for the poor in the town of Samara, on the Volga.

In 1900 Lenin, along with Plekhanov and Martov, founded an illegal newspaper, Iskra ("The Spark"), which they smuggled into Russia. The core of the Russian Social Democratic party, formed in 1903, was made up of the network of agents this publication employed. Almost immediately there was disagreement over the degree of discipline and professionalism to be demanded by party members, and so the group split into two factions, the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks. Lenin led the Bolsheviks, who stressed that the only way to have any chance of surviving against the Tsarist police agents was to build the party around a disciplined core of professionals.

The Populist group that assassinated Alexander II, Narodnaya Volga was Lenin's basis for the organization of the party, though he did not agree with their ideals or tactics of terror. He also argued that relations within the party should be governed by the principle of "democratic centralism", a view with which the Mensheviks agreed. Eventually, however, both Plekhanov and Martov found Lenin too dictatorial and sided with the Mensheviks, and what was originally considered a temporary rift within the Russian Social Democratic Party became permanent. Over the years Lenin built the Bolshevik Party into a large and complex organization, which believed in the proletariats (working classes) opposing both the bourgeoisie (middle classes) and chinovniks (landowners).

For most of his life under Tsarist rule, Lenin was in exile. From a young age he promoted opposition towards the Tsar, evident from his illegal anti-Tsar newspaper. He also wrote the masterpiece organizational theory, What Is To Be Done? Through his very disciplined approach to party operation Lenin succeeded in making the Bolshevik Party very popular and successful. A natural leader, Lenin united the proletariats against the other classes and eventually founded the first Russian socialist government.

