Kevin Fitton

History Unit – Ancient Greece/Rome

Subunit – Alexander the Great

http://www.livius.org/home.html
Lesson 1:  Overview of Alexander day 1

Lesson 2:  Overview of Alexander day 2

Lesson 3:  Video

Alexander Day 1 – Young Alexander
Timeline of Dates

· Not Greek…Macedonian

· Born in 356 B.C.  Father was King Phillip II

· Greek and Persian Losses

· Sparta – Messenia (disunity between Greek states)

· Persia – Egypt (western border weakened)

· King Phillip seized the chance to unite Greece by 338 BC
· Alexander was schooled in war and peace

· Teacher Aristotle 343-340 BC
· Voracious reader (gives insights into future conquests)

· Became king in 336 BC and had to secure the throne

· Diogenes of Sinope (outside Corinth) 335

· Alexander in the Near East 344-327 BC
· First move is to take back ‘Greek’ cities in Asia Minor

· Egypt taken (following Perseus and Heracles)

· Alexandria founded in 331

· Battle tactic (used many times in campaign)

· Use cavalry to move line right

· Once gap forms, wheel around and use cavalry to wedge center

· Follow up with infantry
· This was seen as defensive and as a punishment to the Persians
· Starts to believe that he is the Son of God (Zeus, Ra, etc)

· Gordian Knot Story 333 BC
· Persian King Darius III Codomannus
· Learns to fight against elephants

· Ends this part in (modern) Afghanistan

Homework:  Given the information you have now, how do you think a life of war would affect someone like Alexander the Great?  Use pages 92-99 to assist you.  Also, please read the rest of the section about Alexander for tomorrow.
Alexander Day 2

· Alexander moves on to India

· Fight with the King Porus 326 BC
· Army refuses to continue East

· Movement SW down Indus River

· Sails part of the way home

· Return to Babylon

· Death in 323

· Hellenistic period

· Ptolemaic and Seleucids 

· 30 BC, Alexandria falls…rise of Rome

· Discussion:  What implications did Alexander’s Expedition have on the classical world?  (idea map on board)

· Unification of Eastern Mediterranean

· Setup for Rome takeover by 31 BC

· Politics, Medicine, Philosophy, Theatre, Religion

Homework:  Look up a famous Greek and give a short description of what that person did to become famous.  How/Why do we know them today?  (Your own words please)
Alexander Day 3

· Ask about famous Greeks

· Video

· Homework: Practice Essay – Who was Alexander the Great and what did he do to earn that title?
