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Technology plays a critical role when the chess game of war is considered.  Using World War I as an example, the devastation of a modern war can be seen as astonishing.  Numerous factors had their part to play, however the major issues to consider are industrialization, nationalism, and militarism.


Starting with the Industrial Revolution, Europe has seen the increasing effect that technology has on the everyday lives of its people.  No longer is labor the tool of industry, rather the power of the machine.  Riots and opposition occur because of this change and evidence is available in newsprint, film, and stories.  How this effect war, is that no longer is the soldier in line, the deciding factor of the battleground; rather the amount of ordinance that is supplied to the technology.  How fast can the guns be fed to keep the enemy at bay?  How many ships can be produced to ward off the enemy?  Can an arms race prevent war?  In the case of World War I is it obvious that this delusion is false.


One of the reasons for that false belief is the strong nationalism of the period.  The belief that a country was a sovereign entity that was allowed to pursue any agenda it saw fit, no matter the cost to other peoples.  Such an egocentric by-product of a time that saw everything in scientific terms and the common belief that anything was achievable, even when reality said otherwise.  This is pride at best and at worst, the beginning of militarism.


Once a nation arrives at the point that they feel that they can ‘take on the world’ there is this bizarre need to prove it.  Germany is the prime example of this; Kaiser Wilhelm II completely shoved the policies of Realpolitick aside and proceeded to dream of a larger German empire.  History has shown that personalities like this are exactly the kind that abuse power and start problems that they cannot control.  And there we see the beginnings of the war.

1914, the start of World War I and the people of Europe are cheering their armies on to the front.  Parades are common and soldiers believe that this will be a quick war, something of honor, and stability will return to Europe.  The reality turns out to be quite different.  Four years of terrible war that scars the land, the soldiers, and Europe’s opinion on war.  Recollections of gas attacks, machine gun fire, and artillery barrages bring about despair and fear.  The front lines only move a hundred yards every few months due to defensive technology preventing attacks from being successful.  The victory in 1918 only comes about because of the economic destruction of Germany.  There is no way they can continue to fight an industrial war without the basic supplies necessary.  This was not a noble victory, rather a bitter stalemate and vengeful truce that will only spawn the next war twenty years later that is even more industrial and more devastating to the world.

Technology is a double-edged sword and history has shown us that technology can be applied to noble deeds and terrible atrocities.  The potent stew of industrialism, nationalism, and militarism is a inheritance that the world community is going to have to eventually come to terms with; otherwise it is highly unlikely that our future will be very stable.

