Kevin Fitton

History Unit – Causes of WWI

Subunit – The Arms Race

Lesson 1: Introduction to the Arms Race
Lesson 2: Suchman Inquiry Game
Lesson 3: Impact on Industrial Warfare and WWI
Day 1 – Introduction to the Arms Race
· Economic domination by England
· Vast trading empire requires a large fleet to secure lanes (two fleet system)

· Nationalism and Imperialism (Africa, Oceana, Asia)

· Being number 1 also generates jealousy

· Germany decides to move toward being a world power

· First move is to strengthen the military and navy

· England develops the Dreadnought class

· Germany panics into shipbuilding

· At first, ignored by England then concern starts to show

· England increases production of dreadnoughts
Homework:  How could so many countries let the situation get out of hand?  What factors played a part in the increasing militarism?
Day 2 – Suchman Inquiry Game
· “People sided with Germany, Business sided with Britain”

· Yes or No questions

· The neutral stance of America was not a certainty.  The common people were interested in seeing a stronger Germany (ancestry) yet the business interests were held in the massive debts that the western Europeans has accrued

· Answer – USA

Homework:  Internationally or internally, is it easy for a country to decide on a policy regarding World War I?  Please list each major power, their concern, their ambition, and what decision they choose.

Day 3 – Impact of Industrial Warfare and WWI

· The first ‘industrial war’

· Use of mass weapons (machine guns, gas, flamethrowers)

· Production is more important than tactics

· Last war that was seen as heroic (Hemmingway, Lost Generation)
· Deep resentment ensures crippling peace treaty and eventually brings about WWII

· Hitler, war courier, wounded, Munich Beer Hall Coup, Mein Kampf

· Coalitions, treaties, and ‘Us vs Them’ mentality

Homework:  Outline in your notes for an essay on ‘technology’s effect on war’  

Monday Homework:  Actual essay from above
