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Student Teacher: Kevin Fitton�
Class: Year 10�
�
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�
Principal: Mr B. J. Bentley�
Date: 22 March, 2005�
�
Cooperating Teacher: Gayle Coventry�
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�
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Lesson subject/topic: History – the Hand of Rome.istory - A�
�
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�
Documentation:


(Your Teaching Experience File, and any other resources you have gathered)


Thoughtful reflections. Good to see the way you are working on your own teaching philosophy while you attend to planning to meet the needs of the students.





Learning Preparation/Planning:


(What you and the learners did before the learning session)


Well prepared – both the teacher and the students. 


Observations and Comments on the Lesson


(Including:  your relationship with the learners; management of the learners and the learning; learner response; teaching strategies; knowledge of the subject area; appropriateness and management of materials; management of space and time; learning sequencing, learning assessment and evaluation, learning results/outcomes; where to next?)


You were well prepared for the students – a good display of points on the whiteboard and you clearly have a good grasp of the content. You began by reminding them of their homework task. The students have read ahead with the material for today so they had a good grounding for the class. 


The matter of myths and legends was an interesting one. I liked the way you compared Romulus and Remus with Maori stories and mythology. It might have been useful to explore this just a little bit further - given the interest it raised -  e.g. Why do people treasure some stories above others? What makes some stories more powerful than others? How does mythology relates to modern day science and how do legends relate to modern day history? What current beliefs will be described as mythology by future historians?


The discussion of a republic and a “true democracy” was complex – sometimes it helps to represent an idea like this with some kind of visual means – a diagram etc – will discuss.


The students were clearly interested in the period. Here and there you dropped references  (Ides of March etc) – sometimes useful to pick up on some of these or allocate them as research topics for students to follow up for themselves and report back.


A map would have been useful for the students to see where the Huns emerged from (or referred to the one in the book). Some fun quiz type general knowledge in this section of the lesson!


You devoted nearly all the lesson to discussion and instruction on Roman history – the students were interested and asked some good questions – but you might like to think about varying the approach a little more – maybe some drama or tableaux or visual approach from time to time can be helpful. (Will discuss).


In summary – a well researched  lesson – interesting material and clear the students had done their reading. Some really good questions surfaced along the way too. Good to see the rapport you have established with the students – they were respectful and involved in the lesson – (not easy on a very hot day and in the last period!) You kept the discussion moving along and handled time efficiently. Some important points about government at the end of the lesson. Well done








Summary (To be completed in collaboration with the student teacher):


Achievements:


Great to see the way students respond to high expectations. Good to see the way you are thinking about how best to motivate and manage the learning for students less interested in the subject too. Great to see the way your own enthusiasm for the subject is rubbing off on the students!





Challenges:


Great to see the way you are managing and responding to the cultural differences. Great to see the way you are thinking about what will be the best way for you to teach – creating your own style and what matches with your personality and philosophy. Motivation for the subject is always going to be a challenge – but great to see how you are trying to counter this with your energy and personal enthusiasm





Follow-up Goals:


Great that you are motivated to keep learning and developing – there is much that you will be useful from your New Zealand experience as you continue to formulate your own personal teaching philosophy and teaching style.





Summing up:


In summary, another interesting and challenging lesson. Well done. Great to see your enthusiasm and the charge you bring to your teaching. You are a “reflective practitioner” and that is such an important quality in contemporary education when so much is available in the way of template thinking and template lesson planning. All the best for your teaching back in the USA.


Alan Trussell-Cullen
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