TEACHING OBSERVATION FORM





Student Teacher: Kevin Fitton�
Class: Year 10�
�
School: Macleans College�
Room number: 2�
�
Principal: Mr B. J. Bentley�
Date: 1 March, 2005�
�
Cooperating Teacher: Gayle Coventry�
Time: 2.10 – 3.10�
�
Observer: Alan Trussell-Cullen�
Lesson subject/topic: History – Alexander.istory - A�
�
Group size and setting: Whole class – 28 students�
�
Documentation:


(Your Teaching Experience File, and any other resources you have gathered)


Great to see the material you have collected on your lap top – useful place to have it so it is available. 





Learning Preparation/Planning:


(What you and the learners did before the learning session)


You were  well prepared – a good grasp of the content area and enthusiastic to share your information and thoughts with the students.


Observations and Comments on the Lesson


(Including:  your relationship with the learners; management of the learners and the learning; learner response; teaching strategies; knowledge of the subject area; appropriateness and management of materials; management of space and time; learning sequencing, learning assessment and evaluation, learning results/outcomes; where to next?)


You began in a relaxed way. You talked through the student’s worry about the reading they had to do – good to get this out of the way. You introduced the topic well. It was clear that Alexander had already caught the students’ imagination. Pleasing to see the way you coaxed the students to think about the life and times of the people – why they became involved in the army – how power was handled – how people felt about being part of Alexander’s army. The students contributed their thoughts and responses. Some really good questions too – the comparison between Alexander and Hitler was an interesting one and a good response from you too. However – it was an fruitful “side track” – sometimes helpful to give the students something to think through for themselves too when these discussion arise and maybe find out more for themselves (it can even be a kind of informal personal project – will discuss). Also, make sure you thank students for bringing up useful discussion lines like this. 


The travels were covered well – sometimes it helps to give students some kind of scale for these journeys – translate to what the students know. 


The problem of how Alexander met his death is an interesting one. You explained the different theories well – but sometimes it can be valuable to talk about how you might go about trying to find out which theories might be correct. (Research methods etc – even a kind of “detective” problem).


Good to see the rapport you are developing with the students. They were clearly interested in the subject and contributed freely. Pleasing to see the links and implications for the present that you touched on. Sometimes you can pick one or two of these and encourage the students to think more about it. One or two of the students were really keen to share information they had gathered on their own too – sometimes it is helpful to challenge these students with some research topics or to develop some theories or explanations of their own. You have a relaxed delivery which the students generally responded to well but be a little careful with “throw away” comments – they can sometimes be lost on the students and undermine what you are trying to do. 


There were some great moments in the lesson – the description of the amphitheatre really captured the students’ imagination. (Some pictures to illustrate things like this would have been helpful.) Useful homework assignment. (Sometimes it helps to include illustration or to encourage the students to find other ways to present- it helps with the “copying” issue if they have to translate what they find out to a different medium.)


In summary – a very interesting lesson – the students were involved and participated well. Good structure to the lesson too – great to see the way you communicated your own personal interest and enthusiasm for the subject. 


Well done.


Alan Trussell-Cullen








Summary (To be completed in collaboration with the student teacher):


Achievements:


Great to hear about the range of things you have covered and experienced so far. Great to see how you have been flexible and responded to the different teaching situation and context. A good grasp of the content too.





Challenges:


The cultural differences can be quite a challenge – differences in language, background etc. Good to see how you have dealt with this and how you have learned to use these positively. Another challenge had been how to translate information and ideas so that students of this age can grasp the point. Good to stretch them too.





Follow-up Goals:


It will be great to just go on experimenting and exploring what works and what matches with student needs. Great to hear the way you reflect on your own learning and experiences too – an excellent model for students.





Summing up:


In summary, great to see an interesting and challenging lesson – lots of useful ideas raised by you and the students – good to see the way you brought it all to a conclusion. Good to see your own reflection on your teaching too. Well done.


Alan Trussell-Cullen
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